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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Fireprotection districts finance their activities and facilities by imposingregular
property taxes, excessvoter-approved property taxlevies, and benefit charges. The
authority toimposeregular property taxesincludes three separate levies of50 cents
perthousanddollars ofassessedvalue, butthethird regular property taxlevymay
onlybe imposedifthefire protection district has atleast one full-time employee.

A fire protection district may imposebenefit charges forup tosixyearson personal
property and improvementsto realproperty in the district ifa ballot proposition
authorizing thebenefit charges isapprovedby a 60 percent majority voteofdistrict
voters voting on theproposition. Benefit chargesmust be reasonably proportioned
to themeasurable benefits toproperty resulting from theservices provided by the
district. If thebenefit chargeisimposed, a fire protection district may notimposethe
third 50 centsper thousanddollars of assessedvalueregular property tax levy.
Benefit chargesmay notexceed60 percent ofthedistrict’s operating budget.

Languageisprovided instatute fortheballot proposition authorizing a fire protection
district toimposebenefit charges. Thislanguage inquires if thefire protection district
shall be authorizedtoimpose–thebenefit charges.

Summary ofBill:Summary ofBill:Summary ofBill:

Benefit chargesimposedby a fire protection district on any single property may be
combinedinto a single chargeif, on request, thefire protection district provides the
property owner withan itemized list ofdifferent charges foreachmeasurable benefit
thatareincluded within thesingle combinedchargefigure.

Separate language isprovided instatute fora ballot proposition tore-authorize a fire
protection district toimposebenefit assessments. Thisalternative language asksif
thefire protection district shall be authorizedtocontinue– benefit charges.
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The calculation ofthe106 percent limitation on regular property taxlevies fora fire
protection district thatstopsimposing service chargeincludes an amount from the
third 50 centsperthousanddollars ofassessedvaluelevythatdistrict couldhave
imposedbutfortheprohibition on a fire protection district imposing any ofthatlevy
ifitimposesbenefit charges.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


